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A very remarkable development within this royal
house was the establishment of full brother-sister
marriage as a recurrent, though not consistent,
practice. This usage, initiated by Ptolemy II, who
married his full-sister Arsinoe II, has frequently
been claimed to have evolved on the basis of
Egyptian historical precedent, a notion that has
persisted into recent literature, despite the total lack
of reliable pharaonic evidence that full brother-
sister marriage was ever practised by Egyptian
kings. It is possible that the mytiological brother-

sister marriage between Isis and Osiris had some
influence in moving the Ptolemies in this direction,

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17E9WHGcQd8WDqTR6Aj-qdBaGFRkWS5wiwzFLUrnDgnv4/edit
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