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Following in the footsteps of civilization came Christian-
ity. The story of Christ was first brought to Gaul, not from
Rome, but from Greece. For long ages Greek merchants had
traded along the shores of the Mediterranean. Marseilles
was a Greek colony, and Greek merchants landed there and
went far up the valley of the Rhone. And now they brought
with them in their many comings and goings, not only
merchandise, but the story of Christ. It was natural that
the story of Christ should be brought by these merchants,
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In Gaul, as in other lands, the coming of Christianity was

hard. Those who believed in the new faith had to suffer (s Py\ Salll é &3 )\_,

terrible persecutions both from their fellow countrymen GJ:_ WS Luua sl ¢ P U(S
and from their Roman rulers. They were robbed of their u‘ J—'M‘ u\N\J\-’ ‘)—“‘ u—*ﬂ‘ d—‘j}\
liberty and their wealth. They were tortured, they were U’“ A um'é'bm\ | yilay

ULAJJM e@-ﬂ\sé ooy e@—‘-‘lﬂ‘}“
_ \}“4)‘“ 3l agdl 5 55 agh s |
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form little idea to say, “I am a Christian.” And yet hundreds 3 )Jn Az ag-a\dc\ r'” 9 cu.n S 55\
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burned alive, thrown to wild beasts, and put to death in

and thousands were found, weak women and children

among them, who had the courage to say these words, and
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cling to their faith through the fiercest of tortures. uﬁ\?;biﬁ ;:ij S:i ) mj
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Among these early martyrs was St. Denis, of Paris. He, with
six others, was sent from Rome to teach the Gauls about
Christ. St. Denis became the first Bishop of Paris, and about
272, after along and wearisome imprisonment, he died
there for his faith. His head was cut off upon the hill Mont-

martre, which is said to have taken its name from this
deed, Montmartre meaning “mount of the martyr.” The
body of St. Denis was thrown into the river Seine, but was
recovered from it by a Christian lady, and buried not far
from where it was found. After a time a chapel was built on

the spot.
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BATTALIONS
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or exploratory expedition. The Muslims
came with a large army and drove deep
into Gaul: the battle occurred only about
150 miles south of Paris, although it is un-
certain precisely where it was fought. The
best that can be done is to place it near
where the rivers Clain and Vienne join,
between Tours and Poitiers. Thus some
historians refer to it as the Battle of Tours,
while others call it the Battle of Poitiers.
As they moved north from Spain,
everything went very well for the Mus-
lims. A company of Franks attempting to
defend Bordeaux was defeated, and the
city was plundered. Then another small
Christian army was slaughtered at the
Battle of the River Garonne. Along the
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Battle of the River Garonne. Along the
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way, the Muslim army laid waste to the Sl e3¢ @ yhll Joha e
countryside, and soon they were heavily aile e yuig )l oAy
burdened with booty and plunder. AL uﬁ el ?4\-"-5‘ Jay (*@-L"Q:‘

At this point, according to Isidore of l;..d\; D53 3l Al s I W5 ¢ Als all
Beja’s contemporary account, the Mus- ol ?L‘“j ‘ i’uf‘ 8 ¢ 3 paladll
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imagined he could pillage the basilica of PR C N e -

St. Martin of Tours.”16 But first he paused
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The Mohammedans first attacked and conquered all Spain. UJALMM e\-‘"

Then they turned their swords on France. Never since the 5
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waves of a mighty ocean they rolled over the fair plains of aalad G dxilall QLA Jia ) gi1S

France. They came with their wives and children and all .e\-'\é;‘i\ Y

time of Attila had there been such an invasion. Like the

their goods as if they meant to make France their home.
And wherever they passed they slew the people, burned
the churches, and destroyed the land. They were like hun-

gry wolves among a flock of sheep.
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the Muslim force consisted en- s lagdd) JaMy dsadlu) 43 g jmall 5419t dnd ga Ciag

tirely of light cavalry “carrying lances and

swords, largely without shields, wearing A‘:‘!‘Jﬂ‘ d:"‘éu'm
very little armor.” Opposing them was UL“" )SJ‘ ) S".. LSA\l \g‘ 1| )\ “ }_1

an army “almost entirely composed of
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carrying shields.”19 It was a very uneven 3 )sj\ 3:332 || eui RIAY "'”: 1 A .Jﬁ 3

match. As Isidore of Beja reported in his
chronicle, the veteran Frankish infantry
could not be moved by Arab cavalry:
“Firmly they stood, one close to another,
forming as it were a bulwark of ice.”20 The
Muslim cavalry repeatedly rushed at the
Frankish line, and each time they fell back
after suffering severe casualties, with in-
creasingly large numbers of bleeding and
riderless horses adding to the confusion

on the battlefield. 565 a8 g0 - & i Jag - d) ga
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