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Mining for ore isn't what it used to be. A X

i 2
hundred years ago when a mining ‘g J\P\F ﬂ { ’Y‘
operation happened upon a copper vein or -

a gold deposit, the outfit would often just rip

out the local flora, excavate the land, and S i ‘ e S i ‘ ] ”

dump the resulting waste and rubble in the u J u \P

nearest pristine stream or flowering CJ v L2
meadow. But more often than not such - 0o o
mining practices contaminated the ‘ ‘

surrounding soil with heavy metals or u ﬂ u,,,
raised the acidity in nearby lakes to levels

lethal for fish. Consequently, mining

operations in most developed countries

must now follow strict guidelines and stay

away from environmentally protected areas,

dispose of their waste safely, and restore

the land to a close approximation of its

original state when finished.

https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/ASTERProspecting
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Rodney Stark <

American sociologist

@  rodneystark.com

Rodney William Stark is an American sociologist of
religion who was a longtime professor of sociology
and of comparative religion at the University of
Washington.
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or the jester with greater effect in the houses of the wealthy Romans. The
inadequacy of any philosophical opinions to produce the results required of
them was, at last, apparent in the changes and modifications which the
various sects were constantly making in the tenets of their founders, and
the vain attempts that were undertaken to graft the paganism of the past

on the modern systems of philosophy. The great principle of truth, which

1773 850 b 7y bl )b s

Gaa Sl

A EBant) 5 o il B g Ay pllaall il (Ghatl Ahtd o1 ] o] AS pae gl ¢ 1Al
Lgaew\yu.mwm‘uuuwy@uuajwuw\muuny &5 il
umsw\ezmu.bww\u3ym



on the modern systems of philosophy. The great principle of truth, which
all were eagerly searching after, seemed to elude their grasp; yet these
investigations were not without great use in improving the intellectual and

moral condition of the higher orders, and rendering life tolerable, when the

tyranny and anarchy of the imperial government threatened the
destruction of society. They prepared the minds of men for listening
candidly to a purer religion, and rendered many of the votaries of
philosophy ready converts to the doctrines of Christianity.
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The Saracens divided themselves into bands, and commenced

slaughtering every person they found in the streets, though they

encountered crowds of women and children, who had rushed out of their
houses to learn the cause of the unusual commotion. A number of the
inhabitants endeavoured to escape by the Golden Gate, which formed the
entrance of the Egnatian Way into the city from the west, but the crowd
rendered it impossible to throw open the doors. A party of Ethiopians
came upon the people as they were struggling to effect their purpose.
Hundreds were crushed to death or suffocated, and the blacks stabbed the

rest, without sparing age or sex. John Cameniates, his father, his uncle,
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The Thessalonians tried to escape through the streets, pursued by the
Saracens, who were unleashed like wild beasts. In their panic, men, women,
the elderly, and children, “fell into each other's arms to give each other one
last kiss.” The enemy hit with no mercy. Parents were killed while trying

to defend their children. No one was spared: women, children, the elderly,

all were immediately pierced by the sword. The poor wretches ran through

the town, or tried to hide inside the caves; some of them, believing they
could find refuge inside a church, would seek shelter inside, while others
tried to scale the walls of the ramparts, from where they jumped into the
void and crashed to the ground. Nuns, petrified with fear, with their hair
disheveled, tried to escape, and ended up by the thousands in the hands of

the barbarians, who killed the older ones, and sent the younger and more
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Frendo, David; Fotiou, Athanasios, eds. (2000), John Kaminiates: The Capture of Thessaloniki, Perth: Australian

Association for Byzantine Studies, ISBN 1-876503-00-9
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About Sack of Thessa|omca (904)
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o The Sack of Thessalonica refers to the capture, and subsequent sack, of the Byzantine city of Thessalonica by the Abbasid Caliphate in the year 904,
led by Leo of Tripoli, a privateer and Muslim convert. (en)
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