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American sociologist

@  rodneystark.com

Rodney William Stark is an American sociologist of
religion who was a longtime professor of sociology
and of comparative religion at the University of
Washington.
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Arabs Bring a Gloomy Era

of the Arabs upon the stage, a darker chapter in the b,
m mc‘:he Moslems muzrded the Christian peoples of the ¢
countries as their property, and resorted to every sort of persecutiop
upon them the faith of Islam. Yet the Armenians clung tenaciously to the;
eligion, the last shield for the protection of their nationality. Their marty
began when the Arabs first appeared in the country of Van. They spread o] :
* Western Asia in the first half of the seventh century. After having defeated 4,
army of Yazdegert I1 at Kadesiya, they completed in Nehavend (641) the rin o
the already exhausted Sassanid monarchy,

Thus they brought the East under subjection, but in the North and West the
encountered more serious obstacles. The Byzantine Empire, powerful not onh

militarily but in prestige and the superiority of its culture, although kept busy 2
the Danube and in Thrace by the incursions of Northern barbarians, offered
considerable resistance to the Mohammedan invaders. The Emperor Heraclis
(610-641) in a series of campaigns in 622-628 had crippled Persian power ané
consolidated Byzantine authority over the entire Transcaucasian region. Hs
cows circulated there, along with the Sassanid daric. The Moslems dared 1

Constantinople, but the Empire's eastern provinces being more vulnerable
overran Armenia, '
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inhabitants: they made all the people of the land, who had come for the
wine harvest, go into the fortress. But Theodore <Reshtuni> [Theodore
Reshtuni, general-in-chief of Byzantine Armenia. Dismissed by Emperor
Constans II (641-668), he went over to the Arab side and was recognized by
Mu’awiya as head of Armenia and Georgia up to the region of the Karabagh
in the east], for his part, had gone to the town of Nakhidijevan.

When the enemy arrived at the bridge of [the] Medzamor, they could
not go across; but as they had Vartig, prince of Mogk [district of Greater
Armenia], known as Aghdznik, as their guide, they crossed the bridge, and
invaded the whole region. After taking a considerable quantity of booty and
captives, they camped at the edge of the forest of Khosrovakert.

On the fifth day [Thursday], they launched an attack on the town of Dvin,
and it fell to them; for they had shrouded it in clouds of smoke and, by this

means and by arrow shots, they drove back the men who were defending

the ramparts. Then, having set up their ladders, they climbed on to the

walls, hurled themselves into the square, and opened the gates.

The enemy's army rushed in and butchered the inhabitants of the town
by the sword. After gorging itself on booty, it returned to its encampments,
outside the town.

After a few days’ rest, the Ishmaelites [Arabs] went back whence they
had come, dragging after them a host of captives, numbering thirty-five
thousand.

Meanwhile, the prince of Armenia, Theodore, ruler of Reshtunik, had laid
an ambush with a few men in the district of Kogovit, and pounced on them;
but he was beaten and forced to flee. The infidels set off in pursuit of him
and killed many of his men; after which they returned to Assyria.

Notes

1. Sepeos [Sebeos|, Histoire d’Heraclius, trans. Frederic Macler (Paris: Imprimerie
National, 1904), pp. 227-28; English trans. in Bat Ye'or, The Decline of Eastern Christianity
under Islam (Cranbury, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1996), pp. 274-75.
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| 15702 the Emir Mohammed bin Merwan, the Governor of Mesopotamia, Assyria
e fian, had been driven away by the Greek legions. But soon after the
withdrawal of the latter, the Emir regained his authority and tightened his grip by
gomrizing the inhabitants. In Nakhjevan, Armenia, he locked up many
prominent in the church, and setting fire to the edifice, burned them
Soe Meanwhile, Byzantine statesmen were debating questions of dogma with
$¢ Armenian clergy! Synodic meetings were being held to decide whether or not
# would be proper to mix water with wine in the celebration of the mass, or to
#6410 the trisagion the words, “who has been crucified.”

slogy was not, of course, the only preoccupation of Armenians. The higher
{ in politics. They sought to

desgy, with the Katholikos at their head, also meddlec :
their ritual divergence from the

G their Moslem masters by demonstrating

Arabs had increased Mohammedan

The
struggle between the Greeks and the o did not adopt their

Power, and therefore their contem les wh
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for refusing conversion to
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Another Reign of Terror

Later on, however, Bagarat the Armenian, whom the Khalifa Motassim hag
appointed as governor of the Ararat provinces, effectively aided the \r:(é
authorities in the suppression of the revolt of Babek, a Persian leader D&s '
Bagarat’s loyalty, Khalifa Motawakkil replaced him with a Moslem g'merplte
d | ] ernor,

latter's son, Youssouf, whose extortions

turn affording an

anoth i other
Bd‘g.}']lddd to Inaugurate a new reign of terror in the
» Vlllages and cities were burned, nobles were

uced to slavery and ent; %
ntire co
the Mosle raligiont mmunities put to death

Abou-Seth (Abou-Said), and then by the
goaded the Armenians into another uprising; this in

pretext to those in power in
uxlhappy country. Churches
exterminated, the people red
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These were the normal circumstances of Jewish and
Christian subjects of Muslim states, but conditions often
were far worse. In 705 the Muslim conquerors of Armenia
assembled all the Christian nobles in a church and burned
them to death.43 There were many similar episodes in
addition to the indiscriminate slaughters of Christians
noted earlier in discussions of the Muslim conquests. The
first Muslim massacre of Jews occurred in Medina when
Muhammad had all the local adult Jewish males (about

seven hundred of them) beheaded after forcing them to

dig their own graves.44 Unfortunately, massacres of Jews

and Christians became increasingly common with the

passage of time. For example, in the eleventh century
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43. Ter-Ghevondian 1983.

44, Stark 2007, chap. 8.



With some interruptions in the military
conflicts, after the year 695 the Arabs
became more audacious in their raids.
For example, in the year 705, during the
caliphate of Abd-al-Malik (685-705), the
Arabs penetrated Armenia, where they

captured all the magnates and leaders of

the people, brought them together, and

burned them alive.
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