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opposition did not go unnoticed. Minucius Felix cites

a Roman pagan who strongly criticized the Christians

for their anti-gladiatorial posture: “You do not go to our
shows; you take no part in our processions. . .you shrink in
horror from our sacred [gladiatorial] games.”%9
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But when Christianity began to spread in the Roman
Empire, gladiatorial contests eventually ceased. Church

historian Kenneth Scott Latourette writes:

Under the influence of his new faith, the Emperor Constantine forbade
gladiatorial shows and abolished the legal penalties which required
criminals to become gladiators. .
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criminals to become gladiators. . .. We are told that the gladiato-

rial combats persisted in Rome until, in the fifth century, a monk,
Telemachus, leaped into the arena to stop the combatants and the
mob, presumably nominally Christian, stoned him to death for inter-
fering with their pleasure. Thereupon the Emperor ordered that the
spectacles be stopped and Telemachus enrolled among the martyrs.22
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The Martyrdom of Saint Telemachus
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As indicated above, these “games” were not confined to
the city of Rome. They were also held in other locations
of the empire. Theodor Mommsen, a historian of ancient

Rome, notes that these contests were also very popular in
Asia Minor, Syria, and Greece.2?
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The church’s leaders enjoined their members not to iy
attend any of these Roman events. The church father
Tertullian (d. ca. 220), in his book de Spectaculis (Concern-
ing Shows), devotes an entire chapter to admonishing
Christians not to attend gladiatorial contests. In another
of his writings, he condemns the gladiatorial shows for
shedding human blood and reveals that at these events
“the entrails of the very bears, loaded with as yet undi-

gested human viscera, are in great request.”%1

61. Tertullian, Apology, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, 3:25.
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CHAP. XII.--ARGUMENT: MOREOVER, WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE CHRISTIANS THEMSELVES AFTER DEATH, MAY BE ANTICIPATED FROM THE FACT
THAT EVEN NOW THEY ARE DESTITUTE OF ALL MEANS, AND ARE AFFLICTED WITH THE HEAVIEST CALAMITIES AND MISERIES.

"Neither do you at least take experience from things present, how the fruitless expectations of vain promise deceive you. Consider, wretched creatures, (from your lot) while
you are yet living, what is threatening you after death. Behold, a portion of you--and, as you declare, the larger and better portion--are in want, are cold, are labouring in hard
work and hunger; and God suffers it, He feigns; He either is not willing or not able to assist His people: and thus He is either weak or inequitable. Thou, who dreamest over a
posthumous immortality, when thou art shaken by danger, when thou art consumed with fever, when thou art torn with pain, dost thou not then feel thy real condition? Dost
thou not then acknowledge thy frailty? Poor wretch, art thou unwillingly convinced of thine infirmity, and wilt not confess it? But I omit matters that are common to all alike.
Lo, for you there are threats, punishments, tortures, and crosses; and that no longer as objects of adoration, but as tortures to be undergone: fires also, which you both predict
and fear. Where is that God who is able to help you when you come to life again, since he cannot help you while you are in this life? Do not the Romans, without any help from
your God, govern, reign, have the enjoyment of the whole world, and have dominion over you? But you in the meantime, in suspense and anxiety, are abstaining from
respectable enjoyments. You do not visit exhibitions: you have no concern in public displays; you reject the public banquets, and abhor the sacred contests; the meats previously
tasted by, and the drinks made a libation of upon, the altars. Thus you stand in dread of the gods whom you deny. You do not wreath your heads with flowers; you do not grace
your bodies with odours: you reserve unguents for funeral rites; you even refuse garlands to your sepulchres--pallid. trembling beings, worthy of the pity even of our gods!
Thus, wretched as you are, you neither rise again, nor do you live in the meanwhile. Therefore, if you have any wisdom or modesty, cease from prying into the regions of the
sky, and the destinies and secrets of the world: it is sufficient to look before your feet, especially for untaught, uncultivated, boorish, rustic people: they who have no capacity
for understanding civil matters, are much more denied the ability to discuss divine.
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