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Bart Denton Ehrman is an American New Testament
scholar focusing on textual criticism of the New
Testament, the historical Jesus, and the origins and
development of early Christianity. He has written and
edited 30 books, including three college textbooks. He
has also authored six New York Times bestsellers.
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significant for our interests here, the rulers jointly agreed to bring the Great required toleration of difference, to ensure that “respect and reverence for
Persecution to a definitive and final end. the Deity [be] secured.”?
What emerged from the meeting was the so-called Edict of Milan. This Thus, the edict explicitly states a policy of complete tolerance for all:
was not an edict but a letter addressed to provincial governors in the East. It
was not written from Milan but from Bithynia, after the imperial meeting. We have given the said Christians free and absolute permission to practice
Moreover, it was published not by Constantine but by Licinius, even though their own form of worship. When you observe that this permission has been
it appeared under both their names. granted by us absolutely, [you] will understand that permission has been
The letter is significant for two particular reasons: it declared an official given to any others who may wish to follow their own observance or form of

state policy of tolerance for all religions whatsoever—not just Christianity wership—2 pivilege obvionsly eansonant with the tranquility ot our tines

. . « .. —so that everyone may have permission to choose and practice whatever
—and it stated the reason for the policy: to ensure that “whatsoever divine i > ; i i
dh | . oht b bled how £ d religion he wishes. This we have done to make it plain that we are not
S0, NCAVERL Y POWEIB EXISU I EHEDE Shalicd T SuowLevar toius g o belittling any rite or form of worship. (Church History 10.5)

all who live under our authority.” In other words, prosperity in the human

realm required peace with the divine. Precisely this view, of course, drove = .
9 4 y This is a remarkable statement, unlike any seen before. In the words of

the persecutions of the Christians in the first place. Both current emperors : : ’
4 P P - Constantine scholar Harold Drake, it was “the first official government

the Christian Constantine and the pagan Licinius, agreed that, for the . . L.
pag & document in the Western world to recognize the principle of freedom of

empire to thrive, God, or the gods, needed to look favorably upon it. That : . . .
P € y'up belief.”2 It is not that the Christians had now assumed control of the empire
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Until recently, that is what I myself thought. But I no
longer think so. On the contrary: I think Christianity may
well have succeeded even if Constantine had not con-
verted. That will be one of the theses of this book.
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In contrast to those scholars who have
argued that if Constantine were a “real”
Christian he would have been even more
avid, some modern experts have argued
that Constantine was so thoroughly
committed to the Christian cause that

his ultimate goal was to convert the
14

entire empire. However, that is almost
certainly not the case. Even if he himself
was firmly committed to the Christian
god, Constantine had imperial reasons
for not forcing the issue or compelling

his subjects. He had seen well enough

13) 45l 1 glala Cdl) plaladl V5 (use o
an ASH ST MLASA" L (phaihid o)l
Ob Cpalaall o pAl) Gl Jola 288

K peaal) il Uil Ui (S plailacd

Ay skl aY) Jagad S Al adaa ) Al
138 Gl aSigall Cra (198 A ¢ el pag, Lgdasly
Lo jile deadi g& (S ol da Jladl g Gl
dgal S Gubaibad (¢ aal) AL Sady
Sl ol g sl sl auad Ay ) sk jua) Gilpud
olle



